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Proposed Map Amendment 
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Commercial Use for 121 Years 
Original 1891 Commercial Building Permit 
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The Property was one of the first buildings built in the neighborhood­
intended as local commercial establishment that was a part of a 

mixed use development. 
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Surrounding Commercial Buildings 
Early 1900s 

FLA. AvE & R ST., N .W. 
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Grandfathered Certificate of Occupancy 
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1st Street Northwest I R Street Northwest, Washington. United States 
Address IS approxtnale 
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The Cafe currently provides jobs for: 

- 5 families with children, 

- 9 local families, 

- 22 neighborhood residents, 

- 33 local residents. 
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• The Big Bear Cafe contributes significantly to the District of 
Columbia business tax base, 

• It plays an essential role in the promotion of neighborhood 
business growth, local real estate sales, apartment rentals, 
neighborhood visibility, and community development. 
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The Big Bear Cafe is a successful, locally owned and operated 
neighborhood business: 

- was the North Capitol Main Street "Neighborhood 
Business of the Year" in 2008. 

- won the Mayor's Environmental Excellence Award in 2009, 

- was selected as a part of "Best of Washington" for the 
Washingtonian Magazine 2009-2011, 

- was recognized with "Best Cappuccino" in the Washington 
Post Express. The commercial use of the Property is an 
essential part of our community. 
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. back 

Best lndle Coffee Shop: Big Bear Cafe 
IJCG cl 

LOCAL, SUSTAJNUL~ ANDAUTH(NTfC:are dYNoftheguiding principles at Big a..r 

cafe. That,ond)'OUWCO~ flnd~anyy.tlef .. ontllepr.ms.s_ "II lai<H-from 
m.. pur~y and •s.enc• of th<t coif"" and espresso, • says Jo-!lle ...,_...one of 1M 
c.:.fo'smanagers. TheEckingtonbuUdlngdatnbxkto1J95. ~it housed acot'f\ef 
""'""that may have bHn callod dl<' Big II<>« I.Carket (th<t ownoro do<>, know fe< wre). 
Its wrrent lncomodon .,_,..o with • simpk goal: "To hove • communlty mHting 
ptac• . • Burgard ""Y'· 

Her Dv•: It's a tle between~andChioa1;(MIJ)CoffreCompaoyfor Burgard's 
non• Big Be.lr pjace to g<ab a cup of joe. 

• Exp&ore 3 full list Of m. yeiii'"S. wil"'nef'"S ~t the 8t$1; of :20Q2 fodtx. 

l'holo by Kevin ();ets<h for Exp<ess 

Bus'iNESsJoURNAL 
Friday, May 25. 2007 

Developers bullish on Northwest's Bloomingdale 
WasllingiOO Busi.-s Joomal· by Erin Kilian Staff Reponer 

For the Bloomingdale neighborhood in Northwest D.C., revitalization begins 
with a cup of coffee. 

Or so hope Stuart Davenport and Lana Labermeier, a husband-and-wife tean1 
that plans to open an independent coffee shop as a community-gathering spot in 
the little-noticed Bloomingdale neighborhood. 

The Big Bear Cafe, at 1700 First St. NW, will be the second coffee shop to open 
in as many years in the area, which encompasses the North Capitol Street 
stretch between Rhode Island and New York avenues, just west of Shaw and 
north of the emerging North of Massachusetts Avenue (NoMa) dishict. 

Ja.nne s. bw'M 

Bear esserclals: Big 
Boar Cafe is getting 
read to open as a 
COfmlurity colfee shop 
In llklon'ingdale. 

View Larger 

Three blocks away is Window's Cafe, which opened in 2005 at First Street and Rhode Island Avenue. 

Some say the two cafes signal tbe beginning of a renaissance for Bloomingdale. 

'There are all of these new people who have moved in and a lot of personalities, but nobody has a 

Deist: Big Bear Cafe Opens Up Bloomin~alc hup:l/dcist.com12007f07/06/lir.<t_ look_big.php 
I of6 1/1012008 1:12 1'M 

JULY 6, 2007 

Big Bear Cafe Opens Up Bloomingdale 
Deist: Big Bear Cafe Opens Up Bloomin~ale bttp://dcist.coml2007f07/00/first_ look_big.php 
2of6 111012008 1:12PM 

Near sunset on a Tuesday In the middle of May, Lana Laberrneier and her husband Sluaft Oavenport were 
sitting outside their then-unfonished new Bloomingdale coffee shop, Big Bear Cafe. enjoying a hard earned cold 
boer alter a long day of landscaping work. Unfortunately, their neighbors could hardly let them rest 

'Whon are yoo gonna be open?'" shouted one man from his car. "Are you hiring?'" asked another. 'What's this 
going to be?'" "Aren't you open yet?" At least eight different people from the neighbo<tlood stopped to inquire 
about the status of the cafe in the space of an hour. "It's ~ke this aa the time; Labermeier explained. 
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Clea r Designation as "Low Density Commercial" in the 
Washington DC Comprehensive Plan 

Extlibit A. comprenenslve Plan Excerpt- Amendment Act or 2010 
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1TT1.F. I. C'OMPRilJIJ'.:NSIVF. PLAN 
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RE-ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

( 14) The! Riggs Road North Industrial Park, as defined in the Rlsgs R03d and 
South Dakota Area ~velopment Plan adoprcd by the Council in March 2009. bounded on the 
nonh by New Hampshire Avent£. N.E., on lh! east by Jot Stroot. ~.E.. on the south by Riggs 
Road. N.E.. and on the west by 1• Street. N.E.. Is chan~d from production, distributlon aDd 
repair to mixed use mOO!rate density residential and moder:ue density commerciaL 

( 15) The Rudolph School parcel located 315200 ~ Soeet. N.W .. which is 
located on the west side or 2101 Street. N. W .. retween Hamill on and Ingraham StroelS. N.W .. i.s 
changed from local public focllities to moderate density residential 

( 16) The triangular District SO''emnlCnt parc:cllocali!d at 219 Riggs Road. N.E.. 
bounded by Rlgss Road. N.E. to the north. South Dakota Avcmr. N.E..to the cast, Kennedy 
Street N.E.. to the south. and 1• Place. N.E.. to lhe west. is changed from production. 
disUibuUon. and repair to mixed use medium density residential and medium density 
commerciaL 

( 17) The low density residential land use area bounded by Adams Street, N.F-. 
to lhe north. 3 1" Street. N..E .. to the east. the rail lire near v Street. N.E.. to the south. and Jaa 
Place. N.E. (Including Lot 251n Square 4376) to lhe west. is changed to moderate density 
residential 

( l8) The parcel located at 1700 1• Street, N. W . (l..ol800 in Square 3103). at the 
northwestern comer of 1" and R Streets. N. W .. Is changed rrom tow oonslty resldenUalto 
mu~ use low density msfdenUaJ and low density commercial 

( 19) The fringe parldng lot at the southwestern comer or Michigan A venue. 
N.E.. nod ln•lng St:roel N.E .• in Square l 499. is changed from federal to mixed use medium 
density residential and modera1e density commercial 

(20) The Langston School parrel at33 P Stroot. N.W .. which is locat.ed on the 
north side or P Street N.W .. between North Capitol StreeL N.W .. and r• Street. N. \V .. is 
changed from moderate oonsity residential to mixed usc moderalc d!nsity residential and 
moderate density commercial. 

(11) The Slater School parcelat45 P Street.. N.W .• which is located on the north 
side of P Street.. N. W .. between North Capitol Street. N. w .. and 1• Street. N. W •. Is chan~d 
from moderate density residential to mixed usc moderate density residenti.al and moderate 
density commercial. 

(22) The MM Washin8ton School pan:el at 1:10 St:rueL N.W .• which is located 
on the north side of 0 Street. N.W., belv.~n North Capitol Sueet. N. W .• and I" StreeL N.W .• is 
changed from moderate density resldentialto mixed use moderate dmsity resldenUal and 
moderate density commercial. 
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